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questioning belief, must have been very powerful agencies
of social discipline. The cause of every calamity, be-
falling either the individual or the community, would be
sought in some offence given to the beings thus vaguely
conceived ; and primitive man would be apt to regard
as the source of offence any action at all unusual, at all
out of the ordinary, whether of individuals or of the com-
munity. Hence the conceptions of these awe-inspiring
beings would lead to increased severity of social discipline
in two ways : firstly, by causing society to enforce its
customary laws more rigidly than was the rule so long
as breaches of the law were regarded as merely natural
bffences against members of the community ; for the
breaking of custom by any individual was now believed
to bring grave risks to the whole community, which
therefore was collectively concerned to prevent and to
punish any such breach : secondly, by producing a very
great increase in the number and kinds of customary
prohibitions and enforced observances ; for post hoc ergo
propter hoc is the logic of uncultured man, and every
unusual act followed by success or disaster must have
tended to become a customary observance or the subject
of a social prohibition.

Thus these conceptions of supernal powers, the pro-
ducts of man's creative imagination working through,
and under the driving power of, the instincts of fear,
curiosity, and subjection, became the great generators
and supporters of custom. The importance of the social
operation of these instincts was, then, very great; for
the first requisite of society, the prime condition of the
social life of man, was, in the words of Bagehot, a hard
crust or cake of custom. In the struggle for existence
only those societies survived which were able to evolve
such a hard crust of custom, binding men together,
assimilating their actions to the accepted standards,
compelling control of the purely egoistic impulses, and
exterminating the individuals incapable of such control.

We see the same result among all savage communities
still existing on the earth, and among all the peoples of
whom we have any record at the dawn of civilisation.